PILOT

Issue Number 1

THE LAKE

Flotilla 81 Volume Number XII
The official publication of Flotilla 81, Fifth District, Southern Region
Tom and Betty Lamons, Editors
5629 Brahma Road, S.W., Roanoke, Virginia 24018-3203
(540) 774-7726 tomlamons@cox.net

physical therapy in a clinical setting. We look forward to seeing more of
Don and Mary during the coming months.

January 2008

NANCY RANKIN TYLER, RETIRED FLOTI LLA 81 MEMBER,
CROSSES THE BAR

COMMANDER®S CORNER

First off, | want to thank everyone for the support you have given me as VFC
the past two years. | also want to thank Tom Merriman for his support and
guidance. Tom and | went to the Division meeting on Saturday the 5", and, as
always, Flotilla 81 was well represented. In the 5" District, Division 8 led the
way with the most hours. Flotilla 81 had the most hours for Division 8. For ,4
this Tom and | are proud. As in past years, we are being asked to increase our Jb’)
as

productivity. This yeards goal, t he same year 0s, is for an i
10% above our performance in 2007. Again it was brought up that some  Nancy Rankin Tyler, of Roanoke and Smith Mountain Lake, VA, a retired

people did not send in any forms at all in 2007. Please fill out the 99 forms. memper of Flotilla 81, died on 26 December 2007 at the age of 88. Nancy

Even if all you do is read the emails and attend a meeting, geta99 fomand 34 her first husband, Emmet #fADutch?d
put some time on it. One of the things we had to vote on at the Division  pigtilla for many years and served as Flotilla staff officers. Nancy retired

meeting was the disestablishment of Flotilla 82. They only had afew members ¢ v o m t he Coast Guard Auxiliar y after |
and could not get a slate of officers for the current year. Asoftoday, wehave 5| s o predeceased by her second husbanc

gotten 4 members from F 82. | hope you will welcome them to our Flotilla and
will work with them to make the transition to our group a good experience.
We were also told that some changes are coming from District, with
reorganization of some Divisions. This most likely won't affect us that much;
only some names and faces of District and Division leaders will change. We
also have some changes i our FSO-MA for the last 20 years has retired. Jim
Rowe will be missed. We received his retirement papers at the Division
meeting and presented them to him at the Flotilla COW. The next big event
will be the Southwest VA Boat Show; we need a lot of help for this event.
Please come to the January meeting and sign up to help out. Our SML OPS
training weekend will be the 9, 10, and 11 of May at the station. The first
Saturday of May will be cleanup day on SML. There will be more to come on
these events. Susan and | are in the process of naming some committees for
special events and lake operations. | am looking forward to serving you as
your commander for the next year. If you have any questions or problems,
please feel free to call Susan or me; our numbers are on the roster. Please
remember to follow the chain of command.

Thanks,

Danny L. Foster
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to Catherine and Bob Thompson and their
family upon the death of her mother on 11 December 2007.

Don Davis has completed physical therapy at home and has graduated to
walking with a cane following knee replacement surgery. He will complete

Surviving are her daughters, Mary Claire Rankin Suggs of Roanoke, VA,
and Patricia Rankin McLaughlin and husband, Daniel, of Altavista, VA.
She is also survived by a number of other relatives including six
grandchildren and their spouses, and six great-grandchildren.

In addition to her work with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, Nancy had been
active in civic affairs and was a supporter of the arts in the area, serving in
elected offices in numerous organizations. Services and interment were
private. Memorial contributions may be made to the Roanoke Symphony
Orchestra, Raleigh Court United Methodist, or a charity of choice.

CROSSING THE BAR

Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When | put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out the boundless deep
Turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When | embark;

For though from out our bourne of Time and Place
The flood may bear me far,
| hope to see my Pilot face to face
When | have crost the bar.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson



COMING UP
26 January 1 Boat Virginia Course, 0900 i 1630 hours, Saunders Volunteer
Fire Department, Route 626, Huddleston, VA. (If schools are closed in
Bedford on 25 January due to bad weather conditions, this class will be
rescheduled for 2 February.)

28 January 1 Flotilla 81 meeting, Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church,
2239 Hardy Road, Vinton, VA, 1900 hours, Susan Lowe, host.

17 February i Massing of the Colors, sponsored by the Military Order of the
World Wars, 1500 hours, New Life Temple Pentecostal Church, 5745 Airport
Road, Roanoke, VA.

22 February i Flotilla 81 meeting, Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church,
2239 Hardy Road, Vinton, VA, 1900 hours.

28 February i Setup for SW VA Boat Show, Roanoke Civic Center, Roanoke,
VA.

29 February i 2 March i SW VA Boat Show, Roanoke Civic Center, Roanoke,
VA.

10 & 11 March T Boat VA Course, 1830 hours, Brambleton Center, 3738
Brambleton Ave., S.W., Roanoke, VA.

13 March i BS&S Course begins, 1900 hours, Safety and Compliance Service
Classroom, Colonial Hills Office Building, 2728 Colonial Ave., S.W.,
Roanoke, VA.

15 March i Sector Hampton Roads Meeting, Holiday Inn Select-Kroger,
Richmond, VA.

2871 30 March i Advanced Skills Weekend, TRACEN, Yorktown, VA.
12 April i Division 8 meeting, 1000 hours, place TBA.

14 & 15 April i Boat VA Course, 1830 hours, Brambleton Center, 2728
Brambleton Ave., S.W., Roanoke, VA.

3 Mayi 21" Annual Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake Cleanup Day
971 11 May 1 Operations Weekend at SML AUXSARDET.

12 & 13 May i Boat VA Course, 1830 hours, Brambleton Center, 2728
Brambleton Ave., S.W., Roanoke, VA.

ELLIS AND HOLLOWELL INSTALLED AS DIVISION 8 BRIDGE
FOR 2008

Ginger Ellis of Flotilla 87, at left, and Ed Hollowell of Flotilla 84 were sworn
in as Division 8 Captain and Vice Captain at the Division Change of Watch
held in Staunton, VA, on 5 January. Mike Center, IP-RCO SHR, administered
the oath of office. 2008 marks the second term for both Ellis and Hollowell.

SUSAN LOWE NAMED DIVISION 8 AUXILIARIST OF THE YEAR

At right, Susan Lowe of Flotilla 81 accepts the Division 8 Auxiliarist of the
Year 2007 award from CWO Tim Luton, of the U. S. Coast Guard. Luton
serves as Auxiliary Operations and Training Officer for District 5 SR. At
left is Ginger Ellis, DCP 8.

Flotilla 81 was well represented at the Division 8 meeting and Change of
Watch held at the Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center in Staunton,
VA, on 5 January. Flotilla 81 members attending were Dal and Carrol
Bailey, George Condyles, Jeff Demers, Danny Foster, Paul M. Howell,
Tom and Betty Lamons, Susan Lowe, Tom Merriman, and Vince and
Melissa Popowitch.

Flotilla 81 members sworn in as Division 8 staff officers for 2008 are
George Condyles, SO-CM; Carrol Bailey, SO-FN; Susan Lowe, SO-MT;
Paul M. Howell, SO-PE; and Dal Bailey, SO-PS. Bill Tice, SO-PA was not
present.  Other Division appointments from Flotilla 81 were Smith
Mountain Lake AUXSARDET staff: Danny Foster, Chief of Operations;
Betty Lamons, Chief of Administration; Tom Lamons, Chief of Facilities;
and Vince Popowitch, Assistant Officer in Charge and Chief of
Communications.

Susan Lowe was named Division 8 Auxiliarist of the Year 2007. Susan was
also recognized as the Auxiliarist of the Year 2007 for Flotilla 81 and for
having earned 731 points during the past year. Susan will serve on the
District 5SR staff as ADSO-MT during 2008.

Betty Lamons was r ecogni ziendnstracsor
and Instructor Aide of the Year 2007.

Other Flotilla 81 members receiving recognition for their efforts during
2007 were Carrol Bailey, District Conference Coordinator; Tom Conroy,
National Staff Officer for Public Affairs; and John Krogmann for his work
as OOD on the Coast Guard Cutter Chock. Carrol Bailey received a special
award from District 5SR for Coast Guard Support during 2007.

Members receiving Annual Service Awards were Susan Lowe for Vessel
Examinations and Program Visitor, and Melissa and Vince Popowitch for
Operations.

FLOTILLA 81 HOLDS CHANGE OF WATCH

At left, Ginger Ellis, DCP 8, administers the oath of office to Susan Lowe,
VFC 81, and to Danny Foster, FC 81, at the Flotilla 81 Change of Watch

Di vi si

held on 8 January2008atPar ker 6s Seaf ood Company, R



Keynote speaker for the evening was Stan Smith, a member of both the Board

of Directors for the Smith Mountain Lake Association and of the Tri-counties

Lake Advisory Council (TLAC). Mr. Smith, who was accompanied by his
wife, spoke on the changes in the
the system into compliance with U.S. Coast Guard standards.

During the evening, Flotilla Staff Officers received Certificates of

Appreciation for their services during 2007. Staff Officers for 2008 were
installed with Susan Lowe, VFC 81, reading the prologue, and Danny Foster,
FC 81 administering the oath of office.

l-

Left to right are the recipients of Flotilla 81 awards for 2007: Melissa
Popowitch, Crewperson of the Year; Paul M. Howell, Public Education
Instructor of the Year; Karl Elsea, Member Trainer of the Year; Vince
Popowitch, Rookie of the Year; and Susan Lowe, Coxswain of the Year,
Watch Stander of the Year, and Vessel Examiner of the Year.  Susan also
received the Flotilla award for Auxiliarist of the Year 2007. Carrol Bailey, not
pictured, received the 2007 award for Coast Guard Augmentation. Tom and
Betty Lamons, not pictured, were presented Certificates of Appreciation for
their efforts as editors of TheLake Pilot

Tom Merriman, IPFC 81, at right, recipient of a plaque in appreciation for his
service as Flotilla Commander during the years 2006 and 2007, is
congratulated by Danny Foster, FC 81, who made the presentation on behalf of
the Flotilla members.

BOTTENFIELDS TRANSFER TO FLOTILLA 81

Clarence and Betty Bottenfield are transferring their membership to Flotilla 81
from Flotilla 82. Clarence is a past Flotilla Commander of Flotilla 82.

JI'M ROWE RETI RES FROM AUXI LI ARY WITH
SERVICE

U.S. COAST GUARD
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At right, James G. Rowe listens as Ginger Ellis, DCP 8, reads a letter from
Rear Admiral Fred M., Rosa, Jr., Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District,

mar king Jimbés retirement from

IPFC 81, center, looks on.

James G . Rowe has retired
enrolled in the Auxiliary on 18 May 1976 and has served as Staff Officer
for Materials for most of those years. Jim, whose official retirement date
was 20 November 2007, was honored at the Flotilla 81 Change of Watch
hel d at Parkerds Seafood
framed copies of his retirement certificate and a letter from Fred M. Rosa,
Jr., Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard, Commander, Fifth Coast Guard
District. Jim also received his Auxiliary retirement pin. The letter from
Rear Admiral Rosa follows:

Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District
Portsmouth, Virginia 23704-5004

November 20, 2007
Dear Mr. Rowe:

Upon your retirement from the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, | note
with pride your 31 years of support to our Nation. As a valued member of
the Coast Guard family, you will be missed, but the beneficial impact of
your professional and sustained efforts will be lasting. Let me add my
personal gratitude for your unselfish participation in our missions and your
unwavering dedication to

Your contributions to the
and security of the ports and waterways of the Fifth Coast Guard District.
The time, concern, and support that you so willingly provided are hallmarks
of our Service that strengthen our collective resolve to be ever worthy of the
public trust. You can reflect with great satisfaction on your many successes
as one of Amelifisages.0s Vol unteer

Thank you again for your service i and best of luck.

Sincerely, FRED M. ROSA, JR., REAR ADMIRAL, U.S. COAST
GUARD

FLOTILLA 81 TO HOLD REGU LAR MEETING ON 28 JANUARY

Flotilla 81 will hold its regular meeting at 1900 hours on 28 January at the
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church, 2239 Hardy Road, Vinton, VA.
Susan Lowe will host. Al Perdue will conduct the required annual seminar
on sexual harassment.
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THIS AND THAT

There are new Auxiliary forms effective 1 January 2008. These include
Member Application Forms, Mission Report Forms, and Vessel Examination
Report Forms. All previous editions are obsolete and will not be accepted into
AUXDATA. Please check on-line to make certain that any form used is
current.

The Sector Hampton Roads meeting on 14 and 15 March in Richmond will
include a number of workshops which are detailed in the latest BLINKER.

1 May is the deadline for the required Instructor Seminar.

The ABC Course, (Amer i cads B)phastbdennreggnan@doi it iis soev
known as About Boating SafetyCourse material remains the same.

The new Auxiliary ID application form will now be accompanied by the photo
of the Auxiliarist.

Tom and Betty Lamons will be taking photographs and finger printing at the
meeting on 28 January for those needing new ID cards or renewals of old ones.
Ladies should not wear large earrings and should remember that hair should
not fall below the top of the collar. A light blue shirt should be worn for the
picture.

A list of Flotilla Staff Officers that appeared in the December issue of The
Lake Pilotcontained two errors: Aids to Navigation will be Mickey Frece, and
Ron Collins will serve as Program Visitor. We apologize for any
inconvenience these errors may have caused.

Those interested in participating in the Massing of the Colors on 17 February
should contact Betty Lamons. All Flotilla members are encouraged to attend
this event in uniform. Those in the Color Guard mustwear a combination cap
and white gloves with a service dress blue uniform.

Karl and Gail Elsea have a new e-mail address: gkelsea@verizon.net.
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